Title: “Has Not The LORD Commanded You – Administer Justice by Faith”    Date: 21-04-2013
Text: Judges 4, 5 and Hebrews 11:32-33. 
Introduction: “For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out.” Ezek. 34:11. It is the Lord’s business in search and seeking to take us out of sin and slavery. The Lord is searching and seeking to take us out of our failure and mess in life. The children of Israel found themselves in the state of sin and oppression after the death Ehub whose administration saw them through 80 years of rest. But as soon as he passed away, they drifted away from God and found themselves in the hands of their enemies who oppressed them for 20 good years. The Lord God searching light and seeking work was still on them in spite of their state of sin. God kept working on them to call on Him for help! In Philip. 2:13 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” Therefore, the Lord answered His people as stated in Jeremiah 33:3, ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’ He is still in the business of answering His children when we call, He will bring Justice!
Shall we call on Him in pray…

Our main text is Hebrew 11:32 which read…
Thus says the Lord: “As a shepherd takes from the mouth of a lion, two legs or a piece of an ear, so shall the children of Israel be taken out, who dwell in Samaria…” Amos 3:12.
This is an interesting picture in Amos, Satan as the lion, we are the lamb, Jesus is the shepherd coming to our rescue but could only recover our legs and ears. It might look like a defeat, hopeless but God is able to bring victory out of that defeat. This morning God is not interested of your defeats, discouragements, torn dreams or our fears. But our readiness to LISTEN and OBEY, our readiness to RISE UP and TAKE ACTIONS of FAITH with our legs, that is all God need from US. Barak was READY to LISTEN to God’s command from Deborah the prophetess, Barak was READY to RISE and GO after the enemies of God for their defeat to be turn into VICTORY. 
In our passage for today, God through the Prophetess Deborah a wise and holy woman gave TWO instructions to Barak a military general from Naphtali which by FAITH Barak LISTENED, OBEYED, and ACTED upon it to administer justice over the enemies of God’s children. This morning, are we READY to LISTEN with our EARS and OBEY? Are we READY to RISE UP with our LEGS and ACT? The first INSTRUCTION...
· LISTEN and OBEY! “Has not the Lord God of Israel commanded, ‘Go and deploy troops at Mount Tabor take with you ten thousand men of the sons of Naphtali and of the sons of Zebulun; and against you I will deploy Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude at the River Kishon; and I will deliver him into your hand’?” vs 6,7
Barak listen and obey the call of God despite the overwhelming odds. By Faith he was able to answer the call and administered JUSTICE amid ALL ODDS! Beloved in Christ, OUR calling in life always is ATTACKED with ODDS of life! Your ODDS might not be same as mine but whichever way, we are assured of intimidating situations. Barak encountered some ODDS that seems very common to everyone. What are these common ODDS? The first is 
1. They had drifted away from God. Judges 4:1 “…the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord.” 

Again we have fallen into that sin! Again we have gone back into that life, that state of anxiety. What we said we will not do again, we are caught up in it. Even though we are God’s children, born again and Holy Ghost filled. The Israelite could not continue but drifted away …

As result of their sins, God gave them up to their enemies. They lost the covering of the Lord. The Bible says, "the soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Genesis 2:16-17; Ezekiel 18:4; 18:20). Today, God is warning us who are in the New Covenant, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23). This death is the Spiritual separation from God which can lead to physical death if we don’t repent from our evil. 
Maybe as we also look at our sins, how deep we might fall; it looks as if there is no hope. But I am here to tell you, have FAITH in God and look up to Him, He will answer your call. He said in Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.” The Lord is still calling…will we come out of our darkness? The Lord will shine upon us and we will shine like the star. By FAITH OBEY GOD’s Command! Barak has to by FAITH OBEY and overcome that STATE of sin! So must we also! The second ODD was...
2. They had not known REST for twenty good years. Judges 4:3 “…and for twenty years he had harshly oppressed the children of Israel.” 
The people of Israel are been oppressed and under bondage because they have forsaken their God. No one to plead for them, no one to help them from their unrest. Maybe that is your story, for all these while, your struggle in that situation has never attracted any one’s attention. You are so tired of life and the crisis you are going through. The burden is too heavy for you to bear but not to our Lord, He is seeking and searching us out of such situations. He is the Shepherd who needs only our ears and legs! Your ears to listen to His command! Christ said in Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  Go nowhere for rest than to the LORD! No number of degrees, positions, power, wealth etc can give us rest except the LORD! In 2 Kings 6:27, the king of Samaria answered to the woman who called on him the king for help because of the famine as result of Syria’s army and he said, “…“If the Lord does not help you, where can I find help for you?” Our help only come from the LORD! If we will come to Him, if we will come now! We will find rest for our soul! Our state of unrest should not determine our destiny. Barak by faith came face to face with his destiny. By FAITH let us come to God and find REST! Lastly, the ODD of…
3. The strength of his enemies – 900 iron chariots, vast number of army and an experience army commander Sisera. Judges 4:13 “So Sisera gathered together all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people who were with him,….”
Barak led a force of 10,000 untrained men, as against Sisera, commander of King Jabin's army, who had 900 iron chariots and a vast army. In those days warfare, chariots were like tanks: very swift, intimidating and deadly. In our present situation, is like nuclear weapons as against your opposite with tanks. No hope of winning!
But Barak KNEW something different; he knew the REPORT OF THE LORD about the situation! He BELIEVES in the REPORT of the LORD about the situation! The REPORT of the world about them is negative, they don’t much-up. They don’t have what it takes but the One with them has ALL that it takes! Whose REPORT will you believe? The Lord’s REPORT that says you are not barren or the doctor which says you can’t give birth? The Lord’s REPORT that says you are healed or that of the doctor that says no cure for your situation? There are so many REPORTS about out situations, the REPORT of hell, the REPORT of evil world, the REPORT of evil men and wicked men with striving tongue to destroy us if ONLY we BELIEVE their REPORT. In 2 Chro. 20:20, king Jehoshaphat said to Judah, “…Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper.” Barak BELIEVED God and the REPORT from Deborah the Prophetess and so he was established and prospered over the enemies of God!
Barak KNEW SOMETHING very opposite to what the world knows, he knew that “he who LOOKS to the HOLY ONE of Israel” in battle shall never be put to shame. Isaiah 31:1, “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, And rely on horses, Who trust in chariots because they are many, And in horsemen because they are very strong, But who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, Nor seek the Lord!” By Faith he LOOKS to the Holy One to administer justice! If we will LOOK to the Holy One of Israel in marriages, education, etc., He will never put us to shame. The horse is surely prepared for battle but victory is from the Lord! 

Maybe, you are like me, you have a little strength before your adversary. Your strength is almost gone! No one to help you, nothing give you advantage in that situation. Therefore, you are about giving up; don’t do that, hold on for a minute. Fix your eyes upon Jesus, in Revelation 3:8,9 “He knows we are of little strength.” Therefore, He will come through for us! In our marriages, He will come through! In our businesses and finances, He will come through! In our education and future, He will come through! All we need is to Look-up to Him. Don’t look to people, not even your boss. Don’t look to your finances or security. Only the LORD! Seek the Lord! Barak didn’t look to the circumstance around him but believe in Faith to administer Justice! The second instruction…
· RISE UP and GO! “Up! For this is the day in which the Lord has delivered Sisera into your hand.” Judges 4:14. 
Haven’t overcome all the odds and gathering the ten thousand men for war, Barak need to rise up and go and face his enemies. The action time is a SPECIFIC TIME and can’t be substituted with anything! In 2 Samuel 11, when ALL kings were going to war and King David remained in Jerusalem, he fell into sin and the consequences were very disastrous. The time to act on the Word of God in engaging in Spiritual warfare is warfare, in witnessing to that classmate is witnessing, in coming to Sunday service is Sunday service not for any other thing. A time for rehearsal or small group meeting or prayer meeting is not to visit that guy. You will face a temptation you are not ready for because you are at the wrong place at the wrong time therefore you are likely to do a wrong thing. What good is it if after hearing the Word of God and we are not able to put them into practice? Jesus said, “If you love me OBEY My commandments…” How can we say we love God if we don’t do what He says. Barak went after Sisera and his army and defeated them. We can only overcome when we engage in battle. 
Was Barak a Perfect Man? No! Beloved…
· Barak was not a perfect person, he was among people who had left the Lord and doing evil. 

· He was not obedient to God’s command until the Prophetess Deborah calls him and rebukes him.

· He entertained fear about God’s command, therefore demanded Deborah to go with him.

All these weakness indicates that, Barak as a man was not perfect. Still, humble himself and LOOK to Jesus to overcame his fears and fulfill his assignment. We can also fulfill our assignment if we will look to Jesus by Faith!

Was there any CONSEQUENCE of his FEARS? The answer is YES!

In Judges 4:8&9, “And Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go!” So she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless there will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” ...Barak missed out of the honor because he did not believe the Word of the Lord fully! We can also miss out of God’s blessings if we don’t SUBMIT and OBEY God’s Word fully!

Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite killed Sisera and took that honor from Barak! Judges 4:17-21.

God could have accomplished this work without Barak. He is God who can do all things; actually He doesn’t need our help in anyway. It is just a great privilege for us to share His joy and peace. Therefore, let us value what we have in Him and hold fast to the privileges that we have in Him and serve Him wholeheartedly.
IN CONCLUSION
BARAK WAS CALLED to declare NOT HIS own motivated JUSTICE neither of his family nor background. But the Lords’! In Psalm 149:6-9, our honor as His Saints is “… to execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; To execute on them the WRITTEN JUDGMENT – This honor have all His saints. Praise the Lord!” We are under attack not because of our personality, but as a result of God’s calling on your life. You have become an enemy because you bears God’s name. Your assignment in life has attracted enemies all around you, but our God who has called you has already declared His judgment over them….Therefore, take heart!
Just like Barak, by faith, WE are to believe GOD and administered justice over GOD’S enemies! The Lord’s VICTORY comes with complete JOY and REST!

Therefore, in chapter 5, it talks about their Joyful praises, worship to the Lord and their heroes like the Prophetess Deborah, Barak and Jael.
When God does something for us, we should remember to be grateful to Him in thanksgiving, praises with songs of JOY! They are like two-edged sword in our hand, to execute vengeance on our enemies. 
Shall we stand up us we pray the songs out before our God this morning…
The last sentence, "There was peace in Israel for about forty years,” There will be PEACE in your family, business, or personal life as we use our EARS to LISTEN and OBEY YOUR call to administer Justice in Faith in our daily walk with YOU!
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